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Small Antenna & Microtower
ZTA Community Meeting

Montgomery County, Maryland
September 18, 2017
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Community Meeting Agenda

e Purpose of the Community Meetings

e Why the County is working to address small antenna deployments
* Need for a local solution to manage new antenna requests

e Radio frequency (RF) emission activity update

e Siting process and zoning code overview

* Key issues and frequently asked questions
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Purpose of Community Meetings

* Provide another forum, in addition to email and a website, to obtain
public input on the draft ZTA

* The Community Meeting is an opportunitY for public discussion, in
addition to individual meetings, phone calls, and emails

e The Community Meeting is not a public hearing. The County Council
will schedule a public hearing after the County Executive submits
Iegislgtign. The public hearing will be televised, Internet streamed, and
recorded.

* The County Council will have opportunity to amend legislation
submitted by the County Executive for Council consideration
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What Is Driving Demand For More Antennas?
 More people are using mobile devices for video and data

* This creates network congestion and a need for “densification” --
more lower height antennas (“microtowers” with smaller
antennas) to supplement taller macrotowers

* To plan for new 5G spectrum, antennas to be closer to devices —
5G doesn’t travel as far, and the spectrum also needs to be rapidly
reused to maximize capacity
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T-Mobile Data Usage Growth In Montgomery Co.
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Silver Spring .

The data capacity in these areas will begin to exhaust and
the network performance will be degraded in the
following years:
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Why County Is Addressing Small Antennas?

* It is better to be the master of our
own destiny and create a local
solution that protects community
interests

» 2 states adopted legislation to
preempt local siting in 2016

e 11 states adopted preemption in
2017

e FCC is working to further preempt
at end of 2017
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Federal Restrictions on Managing Antennas
47 U.S.C. Section 332(c)(7)

* The County cannot enact laws that prohibit or have the effect of
prohibiting service, nor deny permits based on the environmental
effects of radio frequency emissions other than FCC’s standards

 We have to process applications within specific time limits:

* 60-day “deemed granted” shot clock under Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act
* 90-day shot clock, FCC interpretation of Sec. 332(c)(7) of the Communications Act
e 150-day shot clock, FCC interpretation of Sec. 332(c)(7) of the Communications Act
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Recent FCC Actions

* Opened 3 new proceedings asking for ways to further preempt
local zoning, suggesting:

e Even shorter time frames to process applications

 Limiting regulatory fees and compensation to cost

e Enact preemptory zoning (or “deemed granted”) for failure to
act within time limits instead of courts

 Opened Broadband Deployment Advisory Committee (BDAC) and
stocked it with industry representatives

me Expects BDAC report Nov 2017, and to issue Order in Dec 2017
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What Is the County Doing to Address RF Concerns?

* FCC has exclusive authority to regulate radio frequency (RF) emissions
standards — it last updated rules in 1996; it opened 2013 proceeding to
address health effects of RF emissions.

e CE Leggett, Council VP Riemer, Rep Raskin and staff from entire
congressional delegation met with FCC Chairman in May. CE specifically
asked FCC to complete 2013 proceeding before issuing new zoning
preemption rules.

* Wireless Industry Association — trade association for tower builders —
has agreed to join Count?( to ask FCC to complete RF proceeding; County
is working to find Republican Congressional members to join as well.
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Summary of Draft ZTA — Limited Use Chan

e Allow pole replacements as Limited Use
e Current height plus 5’ if road is less than 30 ft wide
e Current height plus 10’ if road is 30-60 ft wide
e Up to 45’ on roads wider than 60 ft
* Wires in pole/conduit on wood, pole painted same color

* Need to address utility pole safety distances

e Streetlights and utility poles, and parking lot lights in commercial areas
could be replaced as Limited Use — pole owner must consent

e Should additional equipment should be at base or top of pole
e Should taller (9’ vs 4’), 1.25’ canister antenna be allowed in some areas
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Summary of Draft ZTA — Conditional Use Changes

* Need to avoid prohibiting service in neighborhoods with underground
utilities where pole owner will not consent to pole use
e Conditional Use public hearing with notice provided
* New pole should be same distance from street as current streetlights
e Same height restrictions

 Add — new poles only at property line

* Revise setback — replaced 300 ft setback with one-to-one; amend to
keep 300 ft setback, with exception for poles 45 feet or shorter
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Type Towers & Utility & Residential Detached, Residential MDU, Commercial/Retail,
Watertanks | Light Poles Rural Residential, PUD Employment & Industrial

Vol. in Cu Ft/ Bldg Facade w/ Rooftop Facade w/ Rooftop
Length Rooftop paint/screen paint/screen | or facade

Bldg Ht 35 feet or taller 20 ft 20 ft 15 ft
A 2.5CF /2.5’ Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
B 6CF /4 in can Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

C 46 CF / Wide 4’ Yes Yes Yes Yes

D 30 CF / Wide &’ Yes Yes Yes

E 9 CF/Slim9’ Yes Yes Yes Yes (30’ bldg)

F 1 CF /Slim 15’ Yes Yes Yes
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Process Improvements (in internal review)

* Use on-line submission to weed out worst of incomplete applications
and increase transparency (in beta testing now)

e Add feature to automatically notify HOA when completed TFCG
application is received

* $500 fee for incomplete applications and 30 day time limit to submit
missing information

* 60-90 time limit to use TFCG Recommendation

* Require applicant to submit post-construction photo (need to address
enforcement)

=° Review antenna size and technical requirements every 3 years to see if
smaller antennas and equipment can be required
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Wireless Facilities
Call 311 to request data in an alternative accessible formal
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Community Meeting Guidelines

Please keep questions short, be respectful of others, let everyone
ask one before anyone asks a second question

1. Need for ZTA or Demand for More Wireless

2. General Questions — Help me understand something
3. Notice and Public Hearing

4. Pole replacements

5. Set backs

RF Issues
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www.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/Towers

www.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/AntennaZTA
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